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Lo  e City Livin’

By ANDREA MILAM
St. John Correspondent

When Rotary 7020 District Governor Patrick 
Adizua presented B.J. Harris with an award for 
her service to the island last week, he likened 
her to the Energizer Bunny, noting her tireless 
efforts for the community before, during, and 
after Hurricane Irma struck the island. In her true 
fashion, Harris was shocked by the award, and 
attempted to shift the spotlight off herself and 
onto some of her fellow Rotarians.

The truth of the matter is, Harris kept the 
Rotary Club of St. John going in the months after 
the storm as its acting president, secretary, and 
treasurer, when the members who previously 
filled those positions had evacuated off-island. 
During that time she directed and oversaw several 
large-scale community events that uplifted the 
spirits of weary, storm-battered island residents.

“The hurricanes came through, and everything 
changed,” said Rotary member Martha Toomey, 
who left the island in the wake of the storms. 
“B.J. got a small crew of people together, and she 
did all of our jobs.”

In addition to organizing regular supply 
distributions with current Rotary president Kai 
Frett, Harris oversaw the island’s Thanksgiving in 
the park, where hundreds of residents and BBC 
employees came together for a traditional turkey 
dinner. The idea began with Harris wanting to 
show appreciation to the BBC linemen. Before 
she knew it, she had gotten permission to host the 
event in Cruz Bay’s Frank Powell Park, sourced 
50 15-pound turkeys from Starfish Market, 
and asked everyone she knew if they would be 
willing to cook and carve one of the turkeys in 
their home. 

Two days before the event, Harris parked 
up in front of her Cruz Bay office with a truck 
full of turkeys, handing them off one by one to 
volunteers as they drove by. Power was still out 
across much of the island, but those with gas 

stoves were able to pitch in, and several turkeys 
were also cooked at the Julius E. Sprauve School 
and the Westin.

“The day of Thanksgiving, I was totally 
focused on getting the tents and tables up and the 

food out, and once people were going through 
the lines and getting their food, I turned around 
to face the park and I felt like I levitated a foot 
off the ground,” Harris said. “It was a sea of 
tables and chairs and everybody was laughing 

and talking and eating. I get choked up every 
time I think about it. It was just so incredibly 
wonderful.”

Less than a month later, with Christmas fast 
approaching, Harris worked to ensure that Santa 
would be delivered to Cruz Bay by boat, as he is 
every year, despite the fact that his usual mode 
of transportation, the Caneel Bay ferry, was out 
of commission post-Irma. She brought a duffel 
bag full of Christmas lights back from a trip to 
the states and helped decorate the boat that was to 
stand in as Santa’s sleigh using generator power.

Despite her obvious role in keeping the Rotary, 
and in some ways the entire island, going after 
Irma’s devastation, Harris remains humble about 
her generosity.

“It was the whole community that helped,” she 
said. “Everybody chipped in, I was just cracking 
the whip, trying to keep it all together and keep 
smiling.”

Her final act of kindness before the Rotary 
Club of St. John started to grow again in 
membership was the St. John Festival Children’s 
Village. Harris sourced and organized the toys 
that are given as prizes on her own, with her usual 
partner in this venture off-island after the storms.

“It wouldn’t have happened without her,” said 
Rotary member Teri Mandemaker, who recently 
joined the St. John club.

The Children’s Village was perhaps the one 
event that put everything into perspective for 
Harris, who recalled with some emotion a 
conversation she overheard between a young boy 
and his mother.

“He said, ‘Oh mom, at least the hurricanes 
didn’t mess up Children’s Village,’” Harris said. 
“That just made it all worthwhile.”

Now, with 39 years of life on St. John and 
nearly 15 years with Rotary under her belt, 
her efforts to support and give back to her 
community show no signs of slowing down.

“It’s in my DNA,” Harris said. “It’s just who I 
am.”

Can’t stop, won’t stop
B.J. Harris is St. John’s ‘Energizer Bunny’

B.J. Harris with a truck full of turkeys that she 
handed out to residents for them to bring home 
and cook in preparation for last year’s community 
Thanksgiving dinner in Cruz Bay, above.
Rotary 7020 District Governor Patrick Adizua 
presents Harris of the Rotary Club of St. John with 
an award last week for her efforts of outstanding 
community service before, during, and after the 
2017 hurricane season, inset.
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The results of the mask-making 
workshops that served as a healing 
outlet for St. John residents 
following Hurricane Irma are now 
on display at the U.S. Department of 
the Interior Library in Washington, 
D.C. 

A selection of 45 masks were 
delivered to the nation’s capital 
early this month by St. John Arts 
and Cultural Long-Term Recovery 
Group chair Priscilla Hintz Knight.

The Mask Making as a Tool 
for Community Expression and 
Healing in the Aftermath of the 
2017 Hurricane Season project was 
initiated in May. Several workshops 
were hosted across the island, with 
more than 500 people participating.

“The masks were displayed as 
a temporary public art project in 
multiple venues during the 2018 
St. John Festival season to help 
build community and introduce 
an aesthetic to the recovery that 
suggests newness while being rooted 
in cultural heritage,” said recovery 
group co-chair Kurt Marsh Jr.

The mask-making project 

mirrored a variety of community 
public art and art therapy projects 
that have been successful in 
supporting the emotional and 
social recovery process after a 
disaster. 

The masks will be on display in 
Washington, D.C., through Nov. 16.

“The DOI Library is so pleased 
to be able to display the mask 
making exhibit in our Reading 
Room and vestibule display cases,” 
said Department of the Interior 
Library Director George Franchois. 
“The traumatic events that took 

place in the Virgin Islands in 
2017 brought unprecedented pain 
and suffering to its citizens. It is 
wonderful to see a number of local 
and national organizations band 
together in promoting the use of 
artistic expression to allow these 
citizens to convey their feelings and 
experiences,” Franchois said.

“These masks will remind 
those who view the exhibit of the 
hardships endured by the citizens of 
the Virgin Islands and the ways that 
acts of artistic expression can help 
with the internal recovery process.”

V.I. mask exhibit on display in Washington, D.C.
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The traumatic events that took place in the Virgin 

Islands in 2017 brought unprecedented pain and 

suffering to its citizens. It is wonderful to see a 

number of local and national organizations band 

together in promoting the use of artistic expression 

to allow these citizens to convey their feelings and 

experiences.

— Department of the Interior Library Director George Franchois
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Back-to-school fun day at 
Carolina Corral on Saturday

The Carolina Corral will host 
a free back-to-school fun day on 
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
with a variety of games includ-
ing balloon toss, egg and spoon, 
chicken races, and a donkey ob-
stacle course. 

There will be crafting activities 
and a content to see who can take 
the best selfie with a Carolina 
Corral resident, along with food, 
drinks, and pony or donkey rides. 

Free transportation will be pro-
vided between Cruz Bay and Cor-
al Bay.

‘Hamilton’ tickets on sale 
in arts school fundraiser

The St. John School of the Arts 
is selling tickets for the Broadway 
hit musical “Hamilton” on Jan. 26 
at the Teatro Universidad de Puerto 
Rico. 

Orchestra tickets are available 
for $1,500 each, $1,161.60 of 
which will be donated to the St. 
John School of the Arts. 

To request tickets or to make a 
donation to the arts school, email 
ronnielee107@gmail.com. Seats 
are very limited, so those interest-
ed are encouraged to act quickly. 
The St. John School of the Arts is a 
registered non-profit organization.

Paddle the Park on Nov. 4 
with choice of three courses 

The Friends of Virgin Islands 
National Park’s annual Paddle the 
Park event is set for Nov. 4. 

This is a family event with three 
courses — a one-mile short course, 
a three-mile open course, and an 
elite five-and-a-half-mile course. 

The starting line for all courses 
is at Maho Bay. Register by calling 
the Friends at 340-779-4940; in 
person at the Friends of the Park 
store at Mongoose Junction or 
Connections on St. John, or at 
Caribbean Surf Company’s Red 
Hook or Havensight locations on 
St. Thomas, or by visiting www.
friendsvinp.org/paddle. 

Discounts are given for early 
registration.

Rotary seeking volunteers 
for Thanksgiving dinner

The Rotary Club of St. John is 
seeking volunteers for its annual 
Thanksgiving dinner on Nov. 22 in 
the Frank Powell Park. 

Last year, they partnered with 
the St. John Community Foun-
dation to feed more than 700  
people. 

To volunteer at this year’s event, 
contact Teri Mandemaker tmande-
maker@hotmail.com.

Love City Happenings

Daily News photo by ANDREA MILAM

Love City Pan Dragons members Shekinah Abraham, left, Audena Pickering, Justin Richards, Kitori Thomas, and 
KingAsa McCoy perform for members of the Rotary Club of St. John last week. The Rotary was treated to a 
performance at the band’s pan yard after giving a donation to the nonprofit steel orchestra.

Musical thanks


